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THE 8TRUCTUEB OF HOSEA 1:2—3:5. 
By William Rainey Haepeb, 

The UniTersity of Chicago. 

This passage contains the account of Hosea's call to the 
prophetic work. The call comes in connection with the unfaith- 
fulness of his wife. This situation furnishes the suggestion for 
a picture of Israel's relationship to Yahweh. 

The section as a whole abounds in difficulties, some of which, 
however, are involved in the present arrangement of the text, and 
disappear with the improved arrangement here presented. This 
arrangement, adopted, in the majority of its features, by recent 
investigators,' receives strong corroboration from the facts noted 
in connection with the poetical structure of the material. 

The arrangement, as here given, is intended (1) to show the 
original parts of the material ; (2) to show the poetical form and 
structure; (3) to show at least the principal textual changes 
which may safely be adopted. 

The practical results of the presentation will be found to be 
(1) some new light on the much-disputed questions of interpreta- 
tion involved in the passage; (2) a grouping of the material 
which will be strictly logical, and, hence, entirely satisfactory ; 
(3) a vindication of Hosea, in so far as this passage is concerned, 
against such statements as that of Cheyne,^ viz. : " Symmetrical 

1 See Wellhausen, IHe kleinen Propheten ; Oort. Theologisch Tijdschriff, Vol. XXIV, pp. 
345 sqq. ,' Volz, Die vorexili$che Juhweprophetie und der Messias, pp. 24-32 ; Nowack, Die 
hleinen Propheten, 

^Hoaea, p. 33; cf. also OreUi, The Twelve Minor Prophets, p. 6; W. E. Smith, The 
Prophets of Israel, 2d ed., p. 157 ; Geo. Adam Smith, The Book of the Twelve Prophets, pp. 
211, 218. 
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divisions, then, such as we can easily make in the oratorical 
prophet Amos, are out of the question. There is rarely a distinct 
connexion, except in the tone of feeling, even between one verse 
and another." ' 

The text, as rearranged, includes 

1) The harlotry of Gomer, the prophet's wife, 1:2-9 (vs. 7 
being a later addition) ; 

2) The purchase of Gomer as a slave, and her retention 
'■^many days,"* 3:1-5 (vs. 5 being a later addition); 

3) The harlotry of Israel and her punishment therefor, 
2 : 4-7, 10-14, 19 ( vss. 46, 6, 12, 18 being glosses or later additions) ; 

4) Later voices describing Israel's return to Yahweh, 2:8,9; 
2:16-17; 2:20-25; 2:1-3. 

1. Hosea 1:2-9: The Harlotry of Gomer, the Prophet's Wife. 

The literary form of 1:2-9 exhibits certain well-organized 
strophes connected by brief statements in prose. The movement 
is at first the elegiac, but changes into simple trimeters : 

yffiin-bs '^ ^5:«^i ° yioinn '^-nm nbnn (2a) 
n-'JiiT r^TTS -|b-np i^b {2bc) i 

Y^Kn n:Tn tot ■'s 

nsix'^i (4) : ]2 lb ibrn inni Q-'bm-nn 'n7j3-rix np-^i "]b^i (3) 

rb« '^ 

bac'-r iris nr^p (4) ii 

b^y'iT"' "'ai-ni^ "mpsi 

Kin^ trzi-by 

: bj^'TC-n'^a jnisb?^^^ "rarani 

Kinn ora tr'ni (5) 
bi!^iTE"'-ncp-in« ^niairi 
tbjCJir prya 

3 The fact is, contrary to the commonly expressed opinion, that not only in this section, 
but also in chaps. 4-14, when the text of these chapters has been properly restored, the style 
of Hosea is straightforward, clear, and logical. 

* Hosea does not refer to the period following that of the retention. His horizon is 
thus limited. 
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lb nr><^i nn .nbni iiy ^nni (6a) 

nann-sb nais «^p (65c) iii 

niy -'CIS Jib ^5 

nsH^i : p ibni ^nni nam «b-n» basni (s) 
■'a?-xb laiD K^p IV 



PEOSB. 

(1) Introduction (vs. 2a). 



(2) Marriage with Gomer and birth II. 
of a son (vs. 3, first words of 

vs. 4r). 

(3) Birth of a daughter (vs. 6a). III. 



(4) Weaning of the daughter and IV 
birth of another son (vs. 8). 



POETRY. 



I. Strophe of 4 lines (trimeters 
and dimeters) : The marriage 
commanded (vs. 26c, beg. "jb). 
Strophe of 8 lines (trimeters 
and dimeters) : Naming of the 
son and its dire significance for 
Israel (vs. 4, beg. HCpy vs. 5). 
Strophe of 4 lines (trimeters 
and dimeters) : Naming of the 
daughter, and statement of 
Yahweh's attitude (vs. 66c). 
Incomplete strophe of 3 lines 
(trimeters and dimeter) : Nam- 
ing of son, and denial of fur- 
ther relationship. 



It is to be noted as follows : 

Ik) The thought is clear and consecutive : A man of sensitive 
temperament^ marries' a young woman, who later proves unfaith- 
ful to her marriage-vows.* The children born in infidelity' are 

5 Heading thus for 035 of MT. So also GrStz, Emendationes, etc. (1893) ; Wellhausen ; 
Loftman, Kritisk UndersOkning af den Masoretiska Texten till Profeten Hoaeas Bok (1894) ; 
Nowack, et ah 

8 This appears not only from the fact narrated, but also from the play of feeling seen 
in all his discourses. 

7 It is a real marriage (so Jerome, Augustine, Mercer, Bauer, Ewald, Hofmann, Pusey, 
CheynR, Wellhausen, G. A. Smith, Valeton, et al.), and not a vision (so Aben Ezra, Kimchi, 
KeU, Wflnsche, et al.), nor an allegory (so Jarchi, Calvin, Hitzig, Simson, Eeuss, KOnig, et al.). 

8 She was D^313T PtJl? i »• *•! °ot HDIT a harlot at time of marriage, but one who at 
the time of marriage had a tendency to impurity which manifested itself later (so Gebhard, 
Maurer, Eosenmliller, Henderson, Cheyne, Wellhausen, W. E. Smith, Kuenen, G. A. Smith, 
A. B. Davidson, et al.). 

9 These were born, not before marriage (so Abarbanel, Grotius, Kurtz), nor in wedlock 
to Hosea (BOckel, Maurer), but (at least the second and third) in infidelity. 
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named Jezreel, Unloved, "No kin of mine" (literally, not-my- 
people). These names, like those of Isaiah,'" a few years later, 
are significant. The woman goes from bad to worse. The 
prophet (1) is led to see in this" a parallel of Israel's abandon- 
ment of Yahweh, and (2) through this domestic affliction is 
called to preach to his sinful countrymen." 

2) Each strophe deals with a separate item, and this use of 
poetry, in the naming of children, has parallels in Gen. 21:6, 7 ; 
30:6, 8, 13, 20, 23; 38:29. 

3) The poetical marks are abundant, e. g., (1) the rhythm 
(in the recurrence of trimeter and dimeter) ; (2) the parallelism 
(but this in Strophes I and II is rough and ragged) ; (3) the 
evident purpose to have Strophes II, III, and IV begin with the 
same formula; (4) the phrases D'HlTniEX (vs. 2), D^31;T ^"1^ 
(vs. 2), mrp (vs. 5), nn-ii^ rfClJ* (vs. 6); (5) the symmetry 
of the strophes as to number of lines, 4, 8, 4, 3 ; Strophe II 
being 4 + 4, Strophe IV being one short. 

4) Verse 7 is a later addition,'^ because (1) it interrupts the 
narrative of Hosea's personal experience and its bearing upon the 
relations of Yahweh and Israel; (2) other references to Judah 
in Hosea are probably late ; (3) the phrase "Yahweh your God" 
is a late expression ; (4) it reflects the deliverance of Judah in 
Sennacherib's time (701 B. C). 

10 C/. Shear-Jashub (Isa. 7;3), Immanuel (Isa. 7:14), Maher-shalal-hash-baz (Isa. 8:3). 

11 The basis of this parallel was a part of the superstitious belief of the times, viz., that 
the gods were the husbands of their respective districts, and as such fertilized the land. 
Thus they were regarded as the givers of all material blessings, and their worship easily 
took on materialistic and sensual forms. For a discussion of this conception of deity see 
W. R. Smith, Tlie Beligion of the Semites, 2d ed., pp. 93-108. 

12 (1) That this experience constituted the prophet's call appears from the fact that the 
true prophets as a rule received their divine commission through natural channels ; Amos, 
e. !/., was aroused by the tramp of the Assyrian army and the corruption of his times ; 
Isaiah's sermons gather around three great events, the Syro-Ephraimitish war, the invasion 
of Sargon in 711 B. C, and the invasion of Sennacherib ; Zephaniah was aroused by the 
Scythian invasion, Jeremiah and Ezekiel by the events connected with the fall of Jerusalem. 
(2) Hosea himself recognizes his home experiences as. the beginning of Yahweh's word to 
him (1:2). The most natural interpretation of this statement is to suppose that later in life 
he looked back upon this sad episode and realized that through it Yahweh had been speak- 
ing to his soul. That this was not an uncommon method of prophetic inspiration is evidenced 
by Isaiah, chap. 6, and Jer. 32:8. (3) The large place given to this conception of the marital 
relation between Israel and Yahweh in Hosea's preaching points in the same direction. 
(4) The tone of personal sympathy and anguish so prominent in Hosea's descriptions of 
Israel's sins against Yahweh seems to justify the belief that Hosea's own experience gave 
him his point of view in the prophetic work. 

13 So also Stade, GescMchte, Vol. I, p. 577 ; Kuenen, Wellhausen, Oort, Comill, Cheyne, 
Schwally, Guthe, Nowack, G. A. Smith, Loftman, Seesemann, et at. But on the contrary see 
KOnig, Einleitung, p. 309. 
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3. Hosea 3:1-5: The Purchase of Gomer as a Slave, and Her 
Betention "Many Days." 

The literary form of 3:1-5 is distinctly poetic. There are 
three strophes of 6 + 6 + 5 lines, in which the trimeter movement 
prevails : 

"bH '" ^^ix'l (1) I 

w^'ns, d-nbx-bH D-'rs dm 
• D'ury ^■ffl-'ffli^ --zinxi 

fiCi "^w nyjrna "b msxi (2) ii 

rrb^ ^7^x1 (3) 
■'b •'ayjn d'j"! drj-^ 
'0''«b ■'Tin sbi •''JX\ Hb 
:-j'b>! "^Drx dji 

Q-ni d-'7j'' ■'S (4) III 

■I-J3 -fi^l -|b<3 -pK 

rara -f^i nuT -f^i 

Here again it will be observed that 

1) the thought is a unit. The prophet, compelled by his 
love, purchases his wife'^ out of the depths of infamy into which 
she has fallen, at the price of a slave." But he does not re&stablish 

'* ''?3"'S is suggested here instead of the MT. IJS ; an exact parallel for this construc- 
tion is found in Gen. 31 : 5 = ibS IMIJ! "^S . 

15 That the niDS of 3 : 1 is Gomer is clear : Note (1) the description of her as an adul- 
teress ; (2) she and Gomer play the same part in parallelism with Israel ; (3) the suffix in 
nnSS (vs. 2) refers to a particular woman, i, e., the one described in vs. 1 ; (4) if this were 
another woman we should expect some reference to that fact ; (5) the introduction of two 
women would entirely spoil the essential thought. 

16 It is uncertain whether Gomer had been divorced and had married another man (but 
c/. Jer. Stlfiqq,; Dent. 24:1-4), or had become the slave-coocubine of some man, or had been 
living with some man whom Hosea had to pay in order to avoid trouble when he took her 
back. But in any case reckoning the "^tlb at the traditional value of half a homer, and 
supposing a seah of barley to have been worth one-third of a shekel (cf, 2 Kings 7 ; 18, where 
the seah sells for one-half a shekel at the close of a siege when prices were high) the homer 
and a half (». e., forty-five seahs) of barley was worth fifteen shekels, thus making the total 
price paid for Gomer thirty shekels, which was the value of a slave (Exod. 21 :32). To sup- 
pose that she was thus purchased as a slave is better than to regard the transaction as the 
giving of the marriage dowry (so, e. fir.. Manger, Roseumliller, Maurer), or as provision made 



6 Hebraica 

the old relationship." She is to be disciplined, to lead a life 
shut off from men, and even from her husband. This period of 
seclusion will continue "many days." Nothing is said of the 
period following the "many days."" The prophet sees in this 
whole transaction (1) a parallel of Yahweh's treatment of Israel ; 
and (2) this together with the first act of the domestic tragedy 
constitutes his call to preach and furnishes him the message to 
be preached ; 

2) the strophic structure is definite, distinct, and logical. 
Strophe I describes the faithlessness of both Gromer and Israel. 
Strophe II is devoted to Gomer and pictures her degradation and 
seclusion. Strophe III is devoted to Israel and pictures her 
degradation and seclusion. Here is parallel thought and sym- 
metrical representation ; 

3) the artistic element is so clear as scarcely to need pointing 
out. It is seen in (a) the strophic structure (see above); (6) the 
regularity of the rhythm (only one dimeter occurs, H^bx "I7»!!<"'1) ; 

(c) the parallelism, which is much more marked than in chap. 1 ; 

(d) the use of the first person throughout, the actor being now 
the narrator; (e) poetical phrases, like riSS"i1 5^ tlStli^ (vs. 1); 
(/) rare and poetical words, like "'TE'lTSi (vs. 1), "Ith (vs. 2); 
[g) the assonance prevailing in the closing lines of each strophe, 
i. e., the recurrence of D"'— in lines 5 and 6 of Strophe I ; of "'— 
in lines 4-6 of Strophe II ; and of "S; in lines 3-5 of Strophe III ; 

4) verse 5 is to be regarded as a later addition" because 
(1) the narrative of Hosea and his wife contains nothing to 
which the thought of this verse (Israel's return) might correspond. 

for the support of Gomer until she should be reinstated (so, e. g., Osiander, Gebhard, Pusey), 
or to regard the money as the purchase price and the grain as provision for hor support (so 
Calvin). 

1' Sitting Mil C'SttT) \ c/. Isa. 30 ; 7 ; Jer. 8 : 11) describes a kind of life exactly the oppo- 
site of that which she has been living. Not only so, but she is debarred from the enjoyment 
of her former rights and privileges as HoSeas wife. This is the sense required for the last 
clause of vs. 3 and it is the interpretation adopted by Aben Ezra, Kimchi, Maurer, Wtlnsche, 
Reuss, Steiner, Gr&tz, Wellhausen, Bachmann, Valeton, Nowack, et al. The reading adopted 
here (see above) seems b ^tter than to insert 55"1^S5 Kb (so, -e. g., Gratz, Wellhausen, Valeton, 
Nowack), or to insert 5^ after ^3&5 (so Bachmann), or to leave the text as it stands and to 
carry the force of i{2 over from the preceding clause (so Maurer, Reuss. et al.). Nowack's 
objection to the somewhat similar reading of Steiner (133"'S ''SS) that the idiom bS? 1''S 
is improbable, loses its point in view of the occurrence of tliis very idiom in Gen. 31 :5. 

18 This fact is strongly in favor of the view adopted here that the passages in Hosea, 
chaps. 1-3, which treat of the restoration of Israel to Yahweh's favor, are of later origin. 
Such passages have no analogy in the story of Hosea's treatment of his wife which he is 
using to illustrate Yahweh's dealings with Israel. 

19 So Stade, op. cit., p. 577 ; Staerk, ZAW., Vol. XI, p. 249; Oort, op. cit., p. 364; Volz, op. 
cit., p. 30sQ. ; Nowack, et al. 
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Hosea does not take back his wife. He only goes so far as to 
place her in seclusion ; (2) the tone and contents of the verse 
accord entirely with those of 2:1-3, 9, 16, 17, which are unques- 
tionably later;''" (3) the language points to a later date,^' viz., 
the use of IHS (c/. Micah 7:17), D"7rn n^lHS , Til (both form 
and usage are late), 3^tj as applied to Yahweh. 

3. Israel's Harlotry and Her Punishment Therefor: 2:4-7, 

10-14, 15, 19. 

This is independent of chaps. 1 and 3, which go together, and 
likewise of the other portions of chap. 2, viz., vss. 1-3, 8, 9, 16, 
17, which come from a later date. Vss. 46, 6, 12, are to be treated 
as glosses. There is no very close connection between this and 
chaps. 1-3. The form consists of four strophes, 8 + 9 + 8 + 9, 
in the trimeter movement : 

im D5r!!<n in""! W i 

n-cy n:ti''irsK "is (5) 
•laTas rpn7::Trii 

dr« nn:T ^3 (7) ii 
''an^i] "ins tizb» 

n^T Kb i^'Hi (10) 
nb ^nn3 ^srs "i 

tnriTi nb ^n-'ann rpi 
iR?a ^551 "ni-ipbi niras pb (ii) m 

: nmnjr-nK nicsb 

20 See pp. lOsgg., 15. 21 See Volz, op. cit., p. 30. 



8 Hebeaioa 

"b ni2n ninx n^:::x ■^isit 

jrnran n-n onbs^i 

nsn mDr£52 bs ^n3"a3t-ii (i3) iv 

!myi:2 bj"! nnaisi nann 

D^byan •'a^-nK rrby Tnpsi (i5) 

Dnb Tiopn iffls 

nn^bni n-T3 nym 

M":n5^"c "'"^ns -|bm 

tT'S'jj D'^byan nv^-£-n« "n^^cni (i9) 

n7^^3 lly '1^5T"'"Sb'l 

Attention is invited to the following remarks : 

1) The thought is clear and logical. No interruptions occur. 
The expression moves on smoothly and regularly. It is a literary 
unit : Israel must put away her harlotry, lest I destroy her. She 
has sinned shamefully in entering into union with those whom 
she supposed to be the authors of her prosperity ; and she has 
forgotten that it was I who gave her all these things. But I will 
take them away again ; I will lay her waste, and cause all her 
gladness to cease. I will punish her for indulging in Baalistic 
orgies. I will even expunge the unholy names from her memory. 
This may be summed up, Israel has played the harlots she shall 
be punished. 

2) The strophic progress is exceedingly fine : 

Strophe I : Plead with your mother to put away her sin lest I 
destroy her (vss. 4, 5). 

Strophe II : She has sinned in seeking the Baalim, from whom 
she imagined she received benefit, not knowing that it was I who 
bestowed upon her all her comforts (vss. 7, 10). 

Strophe III : Therefore I will take back all I have given her, 
the evidences of her prosperity, her corn and wine, her vines and 
fig-trees (vss. 11, 14). 

Strophe IV : I will cause all joy to cease and will visit judg- 
ment upon her for all her indulgences, so that their very names 
will perish from memory (vss. 13, 15, 19). 

3) The evidences of artistic purpose are seen in (1) the 
symmetrical strophic structure (see above) ; (2) the progress of 
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thought (see above); (3) the prevailing trimeter movement; 
(4) the regularity of parallelism ; (5) alliteration, e. g., the 
repetition of the suffix H"'— in Strophe I, lines 2 and 3, and of 
Tl't)— at the beginning of lines 5—8, the recurrence of the endings 
''-,.''—> V ^^ Strophe II, lines 8-5 ; the interchange of the end- 
ings ■'— and i in Strophe III, lines 1-3 ; the repetition of tt— in 
Strophe IV, lines 1 and 2; (6) rare and poetic words, e. g., 

rrsisu^D (vs. 4), ""ipTT (vs. 7), r.ms (vs. 14), nn-bn (vs. 15). 

4) The following textual emendations are to be adopted : 

(1) Vs. 46, n^S^X ... ^S is to be taken with Volz (op. cit., p. 26) 
and Nowack as a gloss originating from DS"»i< , for it breaks the 
connection between IQ"'"! and ">CJn1 ; it does not accord with the 
meter of this passage ; and it is a superfluous line in this strophe. 

(2) Vs. 6 is a gloss (so also Volz, op. cit., p. 26, and Nowack) 
which interrupts the close connection between vss. 5 and 7, and is 
little else than a repetition of 1 : 6b. It has no place in the structure 
of this strophe, nor in that of the following one. (3) Vs. 10, iTT? 
by^b is a later addition (so Wellhausen and Nowack), for (a) the 
plural iTZjy is not in harmony with the preceding references to 
Israel as a woman, (6) Hosea regularly uses the plural form 
D'^byn, (c) it is a departure from the line of thought which is 
concerned here rather with Yahweh's actions than with those of 
Israel, (d) its syntactical connection is unusual. (4) Vs. 12 is 
a gloss (so Volz, op. cit., p. 27, and Nowack) based on nril"^? 
(vs. 11). The ideas and phraseology are characteristic of later 
prophecy (c/. with vs. 12a Jer. 13:26; Ezek. 16:37; Nah. 3:5, 
and with vs. 126 Isa. 43:13; Deut. 82:39). '(5) Vs. 14, n^EK 

'inii'3 ■'b i;ri2 is a gloss explaining n^nit , and based on vs. 7. 
It adds nothing to the thought and is not essential to the strophe. 
(6) Vs. 14 is placed after vs. 11, leaving vs. 13 to be connected with 
vs. 15. (7) Vs. 19 (to which vs. 18 is a gloss) connects closely 
with vs. 15. (8) The remaining portions of chap. 2, viz., 2:1-3 ; 
2:8, 9; 2:16-17; 2:20-25 are taken as four distinct and inde- 
pendent utterances, and are treated separately (see next section). 

4. Later Voices Describing Israel's Return to Tahweh: 2:8, 9; 
2:16-17; 2:20-25; 2:1-3. 

It is now generally acknowledged that nothing was more 
common in the later days of Israel's literary history than to work 
over earlier productions and to make additions to them. There 
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is no earlier prophet whose work has not been treated in this 
manner.^^ Just so, Hosea's words were found in later days, i. e., 
after the restoration, to stop short of that important period, and 
statements referring to this time are inserted. In chap. 2 we 
have four such additions, each of them poetical in form. .We 
may take them up in turn. 

A. Israel's return, 2:8, 9. — This piece is a strophe of six 
lines ; the movement is a rough and irregular tetrameter : 

DfiK yisT\ i^bi n-'anxTi-riK nsiii (9) 
n^7cxi x::7::in sbl Dmcpm 
pr^'^n ■'TE-'s bK raiiEXi nrbij* 
:nnyx3 tx ■'b nits ■'5 

An examination of this strophe discloses some interesting 
points : 

1) It has a single thought, viz., Israel, compelled by harsh 
measures to separate herself from her lovers, returns to Yahweh. 
No choice is given her. No option is exercised on her part. 
Impassable barriers are established, and, consequently, she loses 
her way and is forced to come back. 

2) The strophe is perfect : six tetrameters, in couplets ; the 
parallelism of the first and second is synonymous, of the third and 
fourth synonymous, of the fifth and sixth synthetic. Marks of 
poetic skill are seen in (1) the iTniiTli^ "'ln"nji (vs. 8), (2) the 
putting of "wall" over against the "hedge-thorn," ISpQ over 
against "p"!, SJ^S'-fl over against ji'^TEri , (3) the very striking 
and rhythmic phrase ilT^'>2 ^iH. "b 1112 ^S . 

3) The strophe is itself late f* this appears from (1) the fact 
that it is rendered superfluous by 8:8 ; (2) lack of agreement with 
3 : 3 in that here a voluntary return of the woman is described, 
while there she is held in forcible restraint ; (-3) it breaks the con- 
nection between vss. 7 and 10, which is otherwise very close, and 

22 Cf. Amos 9 : 86-15 ; Isa. 2 : 2-4 ; chaps. 24-27 ; 36-39 ; 40-66 ; Micah 2 : 12 sg. ,• 4 : 1-4 ; chaps. 
5-7; Jer., chap. 52, etc. 

23 n instead of "^ ; so Sept. Syr., also Oort, op. cit., p. 353 ; Grfttz, op. cit. ; Wellhausen, 
Loftman, Guthe, in Kautzsch's Heiliqe Schrift dee A. T. ; Q. A. Smith, op. cit., p. 245. Bach- 
mann, Alttestt. Untersuch., I, 11, reads (1*^3^1 ; so Nowack; this is favored by the Syriac, 
Targum, and the following H'^niD'^nS . 

2* So Volz, op. cit., p. 27; Nowack. Oort, op. cit., pp. 345 sqq., regards vss. 8-10 as mis- 
placed and inserts them between 2 : 15 and 2 : 16. 
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introduces prematurely the element of chastisement which comes 
in naturally with vs. 11 ; (4) it has a different rhythm and 
Btrophic structure from that employed in the context. 

B. Israel is allured from her lovers, and, after a proper 
season, is restored to former favor, 2:16, 17 (18). — This piece 
is distinctly different from 2:8, 9, in that (1) Israel is spoken 
of in the third person, while according to the MT. in 2:8, 9, the 
second person is used ; (2) a different usage of "tl is employed, 
cf. ■'T.n (2:8) with ^S;« riDH (2:16); but especially (3) an 
entirely different point of view is adopted, one passage repre- 
senting Israel as forced away from her lovers, the other as enticed 
or allured away ; one representing discipline as coming in one 
way, the other presenting an entirely different representation. 

It consists of one strophe of six tetrameters. Vs. 18 is a 
gloss to vs. 19 (see Nowack) : 

n-nsa ^iss* nsn -pb (i6) 

niz-a !T'73'^5-n» nb Tinsi (i7) 
nipm nnsb iisy p7::y-insi 

This strophe presents the following points : 

1) A unity which is definite and distinct from the other 
similar passage, 2:8, 9. Here Israel" is kindly and gently sepa- 
rated from her lovers, and, as in coming out of Egypt, is guided 
to the wilderness for discipline ; from this point her prosperity 
will be restored, and she will become again strong and fresh as in 
the days of her youth. 

2) A perfect artistic form, to be seen in the well-balanced 
parallelism, first and second being synonymous, third and fourth 
synonymous, fifth and sixth also synonymous. 

3) Late origin,^^ as seen in (1) the different point of view 
taken here from that occupied in vss. 11 sqq.j there the thought 
is that of punishment pure and simple, here it is tender-hearted 
chastisement with a view to repentance and reformation ; there 
punishment alone is thought of, here promises of blessing pre- 
vail ; (2) the different representation here from that in vs. 5 ; 
there the land where Israel dwells is to become a barren waste ; 

25 So Volz., op, cit., p. 27 ; Nowack. 
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here Israel is to be driven from its land into the desert by 
Yahweh ; (3) the order of thought in vs. 17 is characteristic of 
later days — Israel's return to Yahweh is represented as brought 
about by Yahweh 's goodness in the bestowal of blessings, but if 
Hosea ever contemplated a return it was to be as a result of puni- 
tive discipline at Yahweh's hands, and the blessings would follow 
repentance ; (4) the thought of Israel's obedience to Yahweh in 
her youth (vs. 17) does not agree with the representations of 
11:1 sq. and 12:4; (5) late expressions; e. g., "the valley of 
Achor " is mentioned in Isa. 65:10; the figure of allurement in 
the wilderness has parallels in Ezechiel; (6) it has a different 
rhythm and strophic structure from those employed in the genuine 
verses of the context. 

4) Verse 18 is a gloss on vs. 19."° 

0. Yahweh's covenant and betrothal, 2:20-22. — This piece 
is a strophe of six lines, pentameter movement : 

Sinn Dvn m^^n onb ^n^si (20) 
naii!*n aa^i wii-cn -,15 n^i mirn-n-n up 

Dbiyb -b jrcsn'^n jnaab n-'mzs-^ni (21) 

: Dr-n^3i ncna "b --"inTr^ss^l 
: nm-'-nK mynn n3'i7;:sn "b -j^nu3i!!ii (22) 

This section is uncommonly interesting : 

1) Its thought is simple and striking. A new ordinance is 
established by which beasts and men shall do Israel no harm ; 
and again Israel will be betrothed to Yahweh, this time in loving 
kindness, mercy, and faithfulness ; and at last Israel shall really 
know Yahweh. 

2) The movement is strong, but somewhat ragged. Perhaps 
there are two strophes, each of three pentameters, the first describ- 
ing the "covenant" with the animals, the second describing the 
betrothal. In this case the first words of the second strophe (the 
last two words of vs. 20) sum up the security gained by the 
"covenant," and prepare the basis for the new thought, Yea, I 
will betroth thee to me forever, the sudden change from the third 
plural to the second feminine singular being demanded by the 
figure, and being, at the same time, not unusual in Hebrew.^' If, 

26 So Wellhausen, Volz, Nowack. 

2' (o) Cf. for similar abrupt changes 2:3, 18; 4:6; Gen. 49:25a, 26a,,- Deut. 32:14(J, 156. 
See KOnig, Stiliatik, Bhetorik, Poetik u. s. w. (Leipzig, 1900), pp. 288 sqq. (6) pHJiS 
tSSTdOil is to be omitted from vs. 21 as incongruous in view of tlie context. 
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then, we make two strophes, the first has three lines, dealing with 
the covenant, the beasts, and weapons of war ; the second has 
three lines, in each of which the betrothal is mentioned. 

3) The passage is late,^' because (1) this idyllic picture of 
a state of universal peace represents later ideals (c/. Isa. 4:6 sq.; 
65:25) (see above, p. 11); (2) the thought of vss. 21 sg. has no 
parallel in the story of Hosea 's wife which is the basis of chaps. 
1-3 ; (3) the language and phraseology of vs. 20 are characteristic 
of a later age; c/. Lev. 26:3 sqq.j Gen. 9:2; Ezek. 34:25 sqq.; 
Isa. 11:& sqq.; 35:9; 2:4; Zech. 9:10;™ (4) a new meter and 
strophic structure appear. 

D. Bounteous blessings for Israel, 2:23—25. — This addition 
consists of three strophes of 4+4 + 3 lines, trimeter movement : 

Kinn nrn n^ni (23) 

l^nn n» niyn y^Hm (24) 

yi»3 "b n-mnTi (25) 

ntr,-i xb-ns* "trcn'^') 

nns-'ry ^5^y-«bb "nt^^si 

Tibs^ rc^-' Sim 

This piece is essentially different from the others : 

1) Its thought is clear and beautiful ; "Jezreel (Israel) asks 
its plants to germinate ; they call upon the earth for its juices ; 
the earth beseeches heaven for rain ; heaven supplicates for the 
divine word which opens its stores ; and Yahweh responds in 
faithful love." '" 

2) In the artistic form everything is satisfactory. The paral- 
lelism may be called progressive ; the thought and form are both 
highly poetic. 

3) It is to be regarded as late,'' because (1) it contemplates 
the full restoration of Israel to Yahweh 's favor ; (2) the escha- 
tological phrase Sinn DV3 nTTl belongs to later times ; HD? 

28 So Volz, op. cit., p. 27 ; Nowack. so Cbeyne, Hosea, p. 56. 

29 Cf. especially Volz, op. cit,, pp. 28 >q. 8' So Volz, op. cit., p. 21 ; Nowack. 
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as used here is found only in late passages, e. g.,14::9; Ps. 65:6 ; 
Eccl. 10:19; (3) the materialistic blessings spoken of here are 
not in keeping with the spirit of the teachings of Amos and 
Hosea ; (4) the meter and strophic structure change again. 

E. Great numbers and new names, 2:1-3. — This addition, 
the last, consists of two strophes of four lines each, pentameter 
movement : 

D^n bins bxii2^-^a ^sca iTir\ (i) 

nnx "HTvb Dtib 'yctic lujx mp5:n n^ni 
pn h^ "33 Dnb tcx" 

iin^ ^i^urm^ ^331 rnin^-^32 iij^pDi (2) 
■pxn-p ib?i nriK irxi Dnb i7::iri 
ibxy-iT-' or bitj "-s 
:riarTi as^ninj^bi "7::? Di^ns^b i-t-cK (3) 

Whatever doubt may exist as to the place in which this may 
be inserted to best advantage, its separateness is clear. It is in 
its last part virtually a repetition of 2:25. 

1) One thought is expressed, prosperity, as seen in numbers 
and new names, the latter expressing Yahweh's attitude toward 
them. In the future Israel's numbers will be beyond calcula- 
tion ; instead of being estranged from Yahweh her people will 
be recognized as sons of the living God ; and instead of schism 
between north and south there will be united action resulting in 
victory over all opponents. 

2) Each of the two strophes presents an important idea: 
Strophe I, Israel's numbers will be great and she will again 
become Yahweh's people ; Strophe II, she will be reunited and 
thus enabled to meet all enemies. The parallelism is not even. 

3) This piece cannot be placed after 2:25,'^ because"'* (1) it 
is superfluous in that position, being little more than a repetition 
of 2:23-25 ; (2) it forms a very poor ending for chap. 2 ; (3) it 
distinguishes between Israel and Judah, while the rest of the 
chapter speaks only of Israel ; (4) according to vs. 20 Israel is 
already in the home land, but according to vs. 2 they have yet to 

32 So Heilprin, The Historical Poetry of the Ancient Hebrews, Yohll.-p-p. 125 8Q.,' Steinpr, 
Die zwdlf kleinen Propheten, etc. ; Kuenen, Einleitung, Vol. II, p. 319 ; G. A. Smith, op. cit., 
pp. 213 sg. 

33 Oort, op. cit., pp. 358 sg. ; Glesebrecht, BeitrOge zur Jesaiakritik, p. 215, Note ; Comill, 
Einleitung-, p. 172. 
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return thither ; (5) Vli^il is used in an altogether different sense 
in vs. 3 from that in vss. 20 and 25. 

4) It is to be taken as an independent and late addition'* on 
the following grounds: (1) In its present position it breaks the 
connection between vss. 19 and 24, neither can it be satisfactorily 
placed elsewhere; (2) the reference to Judah is suspicious; 
(3) in its vision of Israel's future it passes beyond Hosea's hori- 
zon ; (4) it implies that Israel has already been carried from its 
land; (5) the interpretation of "Jezreel" and "Lo-ammi" in 
2:25 is different from that in 2:1 sq.; (6) the tremendous 
increase of Israel is a later eschatological conception (c/. Gren. 
22:17; 32:13; Isa. 48:19); (7) it differs in poetic form from 
every other section of this chapter. 

3* So Wellliausen, Prolegomena zur Gesch. Isr,, p. 442, Anm. 1 ; Stade, Geschichfe, Vol. I, 
p. 577, note 1 ; Cornill, ZA W., 1887, p. 285 : Giesebrecht, op. cit., pp. 213 $qq. ; Oort, op. cU., 
pp. 358 sgq.; Loftman, op. cit., p. 9; Cheyne, in W. E. Smith's Prophets of Israel, p. XTiii ; 
Volz, op. cit., p. 26; Nowack; Seesemann, Israel und Juda bei Athos u. Hosea nebst einem, 
Exkurs ilber Hoe. IS (Leipzig, 1898), p. 33. 



